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St Mary’s School, Broughton Gifford 

Art Policy 
 

Why we are teaching Art? 

 
At St Mary’s Primary School, we believe as stated in the National Curriculum that;  

 

 Understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the visual Arts have the power to 

enrich our personal and public lives.  

 It stimulates creativity and a range of tactile and sensory experiences for the 

children.  

 Art contributes to the children’s understanding of the world, communication of their 
personal thoughts and the development of their individuality. 

 

At St Mary’s Primary school, the children’s enjoyment of Art is at the forefront of our 

planning.  

 

We ensure all children experiment with line, shape, colour, texture, pattern, form, 

composition, and different materials and process. Our aim is to provide cross-curricular 

experiences for the children to give them opportunities to acquire develop and apply a 

range of knowledge, understanding and skills. 

 

Art Curriculum 

 
Foundation Stage 

Within foundation the skills and basic elements of Art are introduced, reinforced and 

developed. The children are trained to use a range of resources and equipment safely.  

 

They are introduced to the ‘correct’ language of Art and try and express their opinions of 

work. ICT is also introduced to support their Art work. 

 

Key Stage 1 

The skills and basic elements that are introduced in Foundation are reinforced and 

developed further. Children are taught to use a range of materials creatively.  They are given 

the opportunity to use these materials to design and make products. They are encouraged 

to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share ideas and experiences.  

 

Children develop and use a wide range of art and design techniques when using colour, 

pattern, texture, lines, shape, form and space. Children explore the work of a range of 

artists, craft makers and designers. 

 

Key Stage 2 

Children are taught to develop the techniques taught in Key Stage 1. Children use sketch 

books to record observations.  

 

They improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture, using a range of materials. Children find out about great artists, architects and 

designers in history. 



How we teach Art in our school 

 
 Teaching is flexible and theme approached. 

 Knowledge and skills are developed over a time period of a year within each year 

group. 

 Structure is adaptable and the complexity depends purely upon the children. 

 Time and space is allowed for children to develop their capacity for imaginative and 

original thought through experimentation in a creative environment 

 The visual and tactile elements within Art are recognised within the teaching of Art 

and completion of tasks by children (line, shape, colour, texture, pattern, form, 

composition) 

 Sketchbooks are used to record, collect and explore ideas, images and other 

information relevant to work 

 All children are provided with relevant work, stimuli and working opportunities (eg 

mixed ability grouping, open-ended opportunities, use of different spaces and 

environments including opportunities to create art during forest school) 

 Children are provided with a wide range of range of activities to deliver Art (e.g. 2D 

and 3D work, clay, papier-mâché, collage, artists used as stimuli, use of computers) 

 We challenge and extend pupils through various mixed media and project work. We 

challenge children to become independent thinkers and encourage them to develop 

their own individual interests through experimentation and the further development 

of the basic art elements and skills 

 Inclusion of ICT within Art teaching (computers, cameras, IWB, internet research) 

 Monitoring of efforts and achievements are monitored and evaluated by the teacher 

and children through marking and verbal feedback 

 

How we monitor practice against expectations and celebrate 

successes 

 
The Art policy has a major review every three years, however we complete Art action plans 

yearly, reviewing targets achieved, those that require further attention and new targets are 

set for the forthcoming school year to provide a continuous update for the subject. 

 

At present we also monitor the impact of Art through pupil questionnaires, asking them for 

thoughts and opinions of the teaching and learning they have received. 

 

At St Mary’s Primary School, it is also important that we work towards the curriculum aims 

that all children are successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens. We do 

this through integrating Art into themes and subjects and allowing pupil voice and 

experimentation to lead their learning. 

 

How we celebrate successes 

 
 Children’s work is displayed in classrooms and around the school 

 Year group Art portfolios showing topics covered, planning and children’s work 

 

 



How we monitor Practice 

 
Currently monitoring practice is done through; 

 Collection of teacher planning showing learning intentions, success criteria and 

activities 

 Collections/samples of children’s work 

 Photographs / displays of children’s work 

 Art and Display portfolios 

 Assessment  

 

 


