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Dear Head Teacher/AGAT Co-ordinator, 

 

Please find enclosed the new AGTE booklet for courses organised by Braeside for 

Spring/Summer 2019. This is also available on our website: www.braeside-education.co.uk 

 

Please note the name of this booklet has changed to include ‘enrichment’ courses, designated E. To apply 

for these courses, pupils should be interested in the course subject and not necessarily exceptionally good 

at it. 

 

The courses are not only therefore for those pupils on the AGAT register because this only refers to 

academic subjects, although clearly the writing and maths based ones are. The courses for Able, Gifted 

and Talented pupils are designated AGAT. I would therefore request that pupils who have a particular 

interest in certain areas, particularly practical subjects such as the outdoors, sports and art/crafts are given 

details of courses which allow extension of these types of skills. Pupils don’t have to be on your AGAT 

register to apply if you, or their class teacher, think they would gain from the enrichment courses we would 

be happy for them to apply. 

 

We have found that the day courses are most popular and, as a result, we have worked with tutors to offer 

these and therefore keep prices down. This has led to an increase in day courses and reduction in 

residential ones. I hope this will help to fill courses to keep them viable. 

 

I would welcome any comments you may have to help make the AGTE programme successful. Pupils 

evaluate each course they attend and overall the response has been extremely positive. 

 

Many thanks in anticipation of your help to promote the AGTE courses. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Yousaf Mirza 

Acting Head of Braeside Education Centre 

http://www.braeside-education.co.uk/
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Schedule of Courses 
 

AGTE Spring/Summer 2019 courses for primary school years 2 – 6 

 

 

 

 

Year Course Title 

 

Subject 

 

Tutor(s) Date Time 
Max. 

pupils 
Cost 

AGAT 

or E 

 

Page 

2 
Mini Maths 

Challenge 

Numeracy Claire 

Johnson 

Wednesday 

22nd May 

9.30am – 

2.30pm 
16 £55 AGAT 

10 

 

2 
Talking to 

Animals  

Literacy 
Steve Voake 

Wednesday 3rd 

July 

9.30am – 

2.30pm 
18 £55 AGAT 

11 

3 Story Magic 

Literacy Claire 

Johnson  

Ian Leak 

Friday 26th April 
9.30am – 

3pm 
30 £55 AGAT 

12 

3 
Pirate Quest; 

Maths at Sea 

Numeracy Claire 

Johnson 
Friday 7th June 

9.30am – 

3pm 
16 £55 AGAT 

13 

3/4 

Rocket Balloons, 

Bubbles, Drops 

and Helicopters 

Science 
Rob 

Cunningham 

Saturday 15th 

June 

9.30am – 

3pm 
18 £55 AGAT 

14 

4 Another World 

Literacy 

Steve Voake 

Tuesday 4th 

and 

Wednesday 5th 

June 

9.30am – 

3.30pm 
18 £110 AGAT 

15 

4/5/6 

Help! I’ve fallen 

into a Pirate 

Painting! 

Literacy 

Dave Borrie 
Thursday 20th 

June 

9.30am – 

3.30pm 
18 £55 AGAT 

16 

4 
Intrepid Explorers; 

Maths Adventure 

Numeracy Claire 

Johnson 

Friday 21st 

June 

9.30am – 

3pm 
16 £55 AGAT 

17 

5/6 

‘Take a closer 

look’; 

Microscopes 

Science 
Peter 

Sainsbury 

Tuesday 25th 

June 

9.30am – 

3.30pm 
16 £55 AGAT 

18 

 

5/6 

 

Graphic Novels 

Literacy 

Sue Roles Monday 1st July 
9.30am – 

3.30pm 
18 £55 AGAT 

19 

5/6 
Globe-trotter 

Maths 

Numeracy Hannah 

Crook 

Saturday 15th 

June 

9.30am – 

3.30pm 
18 £55 AGAT 

20 
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Introduction to the courses 

 

These courses follow on from successful courses run in previous years and offer further opportunities from 

April – July 2019 

 

 

Many pupils are particularly able or talented in one or more areas, such as: 

• Academic and intellectual  

• Expressive and performing arts 

• Social, leadership and organisation  

• Visual, spatial and mechanical 

• Design and technology 

• Sport and physical 
 

The overall aim of the courses is to extend the opportunities for individual pupils to explore and develop 
areas of ability and talent. 

Our purposes are to: 

• Provide an opportunity for teachers to acknowledge pupils’ potential, gifts and talents, and nominate 
them to participate in exciting and stimulating challenges 

• Extend the range of opportunities available to Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 pupils, to meet others with similar 
interests, abilities and talent in order to work in a variety of ways to increase understanding, develop 
skills and explore challenges 

• Provide an opportunity for teachers and other adults in the learning community to offer their knowledge 
and skills. 

• Extend the range of learning activities available to pupils to enrich their education. 

The courses focus on challenges for Years 2 to 6 pupils and offer a range of opportunities to work with 
adults from various professions and disciplines.  It is our intention to extend the range of courses available 
in the future. 

All courses in this programme will be held at Braeside Education Centre, Devizes, but some may involve 
visits off site in the surrounding area. 
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Further details  

• The courses are offered to Years 2 - 6 pupils at schools across Wiltshire. Courses may be more widely 
offered, i.e. to Swindon schools, to ensure viability. 

• Schools are invited to publicise the courses to appropriate pupils and allow them to apply to Braeside 
for a place. Parents and pupils may also select courses of interest but the pupil’s school must endorse 
all AGAT applications. 

• Various Enrichment courses, designated E, are included within this booklet. Pupils don’t have to be on 
your AGAT register to apply if you (or their class teacher) think they would gain from the enrichment 
courses we would be happy for them to apply. 

• No pupil should be denied nomination through financial hardship.  A limited number of assisted places 
are available. Please contact Yousaf Mirza at Braeside 01380 722637 for further information regarding 
this matter. 

Parents/carers will be responsible for getting pupils to and from the courses; unless the school makes 

alternative arrangements.  

 

• In the case of over subscription, places will be allocated by: 

o The date the application is received at Braeside, i.e. on a first come, first served basis 

o Balancing the genders in the group 

o Achieving a spread of schools and the geographical areas they represent 

o Whether the pupil has a place on another course 

o Comments written by the teacher on the application form 

Preference may be given to Year 6 pupils as Years 5 and 4 may be offered a place in the future. In cases 
where courses are highly oversubscribed, Braeside will endeavour to run extra courses so that pupils are 
not disappointed. 

• School staff may attend by arrangement – indeed we would welcome any ideas that teachers and/or 
other professionals have on running or contributing to future courses. 

• All applications should be sent to:  

AGTE Coordinator 
Braeside Education Centre 
Bath Road 
Devizes 
SN10 2AP 
 
Cheques should be made payable to Wiltshire Council. 
 
• If a course place is booked, paid for and allocated but the pupil does not attend (through illness etc.) a 

refund will not be given, unless a replacement is found for that place.  (Insurance can be taken out for 
such circumstances – ‘pupil trip insurance’). 
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Supervision stay information  
 

• On one day courses the tutor(s) will carry out the supervision of the pupils. Additional Braeside staff are 
available to assist if necessary. 

• Where the course involves an overnight stay, there will be a minimum of one male and one female 
member of staff.  As well as this, a member of the Braeside Education Centre will be on call to help deal 
with any problems that may arise. Courses of an outdoor nature will be supervised more closely and 
involve more tutors. County ratio requirements in the Wiltshire Council off-site activities manual will be 
followed. 

• Most residential courses held at Braeside Education Centre will provide bedding and breakfast, lunch 
and evening meals where applicable. Pupils should bring nightwear and a wash kit, including a towel. 
For outdoor courses, a more specific kit list is given in the course details. 

• Parents/carers are reminded that it is essential that two emergency telephone numbers are supplied on 
the application form. 

• Any medication that is required by a pupil should be brought with them and the tutors should be notified 
of any special requirements. 

• Whilst parents/carers deliver and collect pupils to and from Braeside, it is not expected that they 

remain on site.  

Access to the house will only be available five minutes prior to the end of the course for parents 

collecting. 
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Application procedure checklist for schools 

 

• Consult booklet for course details – dates, times, focus, organisers and location. 

• Select appropriate course(s). 

• Consult with colleagues and nominate pupil(s) using guidance criteria – teachers should make an 
individual comment on the pupil’s suitability for AGAT courses 

• Various Enrichment courses, designated E, are included within this booklet. Pupils don’t have to be on 
your AGAT register to apply if you (or their class teacher) think they would gain from the enrichment 
courses we would be happy for them to apply. 

• Consult/inform parents/carers about the course details, cost, venue, transport arrangements.  Please 
stress that places are not guaranteed as courses may be oversubscribed. Ensure parents/carers 
receive copies of application form and course details. 

• Parents/carers are asked to send the application form to the following address: 

AGTE Coordinator 

Braeside Education Centre 

Bath Road 

Devizes 

SN10 2AP 

• Payment for courses can be made either by; cheque, cash or credit/debit card. 

Payments by cheque or cash - must be included with the application form. Cheques are to be made 

payable to Wiltshire Council. 

Payments by debit/credit card - we will send parents through a confirmation email stating that we 

have received their application form, and if their child has been allocated a space. 

They will then have 7 days to ring Braeside on 01380 826051 or 01380 722786 with payment 

information. 
(Please note if we do not receive contact within 7 days of confirmation being sent, we cannot guarantee their 

child’s space)  

• Parents/carers will be notified either by an e-mail, letter or telephone call as to whether places have 
been allocated to those pupils nominated. 

• If any applicants have not heard whether a place has been allocated or not, they must contact Braeside 
to find out the outcome. (Sometimes emails/post do get lost.) 

• Unsuccessful applicants will be refunded, but a reserve list will be kept if those allocated a place drop 
out. 

• It is suggested that schools keep a note of applications and pupils attending courses. 

• Discuss course and follow-up work in school with appropriate pupils and staff. 

• If a course place is booked, paid for and allocated but the pupil does not attend (through illness etc.) a 
refund will not be given, unless a replacement is found for that place.  (Insurance can be taken out for 
such circumstances – ‘pupil trip insurance’). 

 



  8   

 

 
Braeside Education Centre: 01380 722637      Web: www.braeside-education.co.uk      

 

Course application form - page one of two 

Please ensure you have the course details sheet from the school, or our website, before completing this application. 

Places are not automatically guaranteed, but are allocated according to the criteria laid out in the AGTE booklet sent 

to schools and on the Braeside website.  

Confirmation or otherwise will be sent from Braeside for all completed applications by email or letter. Please 

do not assume a place has been allocated, but contact Braeside if you do not receive a response within four 

weeks of the course date. If a place is booked, allocated and paid for, but the pupil does not attend, (through sickness 

etc.) money will not be refunded NB If applying for more than one course at a time, please use a separate 

application and payment for each course. 

If Braeside cancels the course for any reason, a full refund will be made. 

Name of 

course 
 Course dates  Time  

 Forename  Surname  M / F  

Date of birth  Parent/Carer Name  

Address  

Tel. No. 1  Tel. No. 2  Two phone numbers 
must be provided. 

Email 
(Please use 

 BLOCK CAPITALS) 

 

School  Year group  

Previous courses attended   

Please select which method you will be using for payment of this course; 

Payments by cheque or cash - must be included with your application form. 

Cheques are to be made payable to Wiltshire Council. 

Payments by debit/credit card - we will send you through a confirmation email 

stating that we have received your application form, and if your child has been 

allocated a space. 

You will then have 7 days to ring Braeside on 01380 826051 with payment 

information. 
(Please note if we do not receive contact within 7 days of your confirmation being sent, we 

cannot guarantee your child’s space)  

(Please use a separate application form for each course) 

Signed (Parent/Carer): _________________________________  Date: ___________________ 

Endorsement to be provided by teacher;  

I believe that the child named above is suitable for the course entitled.   

Signed (Teacher): _____________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

Teachers - please also write comments below to help us assess the suitability of this pupil for this course: - 

Payment Method 

Cheque □ 

Cash □ 

Debit/Credit Card  □ 
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Course application form - page two of two 

IMPORTANT:  In order to ensure the proposed activity is planned, agreed and safe for all, this form 

must be completed and returned to Braeside before the start of the course. 

Name of participant’s doctor  

Surgery address  

Surgery Tel. No  

Dietary needs/requirements  

Behavioural needs/requirements  

Medical conditions *  

* Please ensure that any medication required for the duration of the course is brought with the pupil and 
that the tutor is informed.  

Parent/Carer declaration:  
In signing this document I accept the following: 

• I have read and fully understood the information relating to the proposed activity. 

• I consider my son/daughter/ward to be medically fit to participate in the activities outlined and agree to 
inform you should this situation change between now and the activity date. 

• I agree to my son/daughter/ward receiving medication and any emergency dental, medical or surgical 
treatment, including anaesthetic, as considered necessary by the medical authorities present. (In the 
event of an emergency, every effort will be made to contact parents/guardians immediately on the 
phone numbers supplied). 

• Behaviour: pupils attending courses are expected to exhibit their best behaviour and to be polite and 
mature in responses to other pupils and adults. It is expected that pupils will follow instructions for their 
own and others’ safety. Any pupil misbehaving may be prevented from continuing with the activity and 
parents may be contacted to arrange their collection. 

• Photographs - Please tick this box □, if you do not wish to allow photographs of your 
son/daughter/ward to be used in publicity/promotion for this type of course in the future.  

• Mobile devices - we advise that pupils do not bring Mobile Phones or Internet devices, unless requested 
as part of the course. Braeside has unfiltered WI FI (Through Wiltshire Council) for conference purposes. 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Signed: __________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Please send application forms to:  

AGAT Co-ordinator Braeside Education Centre, Bath Road, Devizes, SN10 2AP 

Please note that places cannot be reserved by phone or e-mail, although enquiries can be made 

regarding availability.   

Whilst parents/carers deliver and collect pupils to and from Braeside, it is not expected that they 

remain on site.   

Access to the house will only be available five minutes prior to the end of the course for parents 

collecting. 

Name of course:  

Course dates:  Time:  
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Year 2 pupils – Mini Maths Challenge 

Date of course Times Venue Cost Max. places Subject 

Wednesday 22nd 
May 2019 

9.30am – 
2.30pm 

Braeside Education Centre £55 16 Numeracy 

AGAT 

 

Course details 

Solve puzzles, use equipment, meet new friends, discuss and record your results as you use and develop 

your maths skills but are challenged to explore new things too.  

A wonderful way to try out a day at Braeside Centre with an enjoyable selection of maths tasks to challenge 

and engage pupils. The course aims to consolidate known mathematical skills, introduce new skills and 

develop new ways of thinking about maths. 

Guidance criteria for identifying participants:  

 

• Good / exceptional mathematicians in order to get the maximum from the course 

• The ability to work in groups and independently 

• The ability to work in unfamiliar conditions i.e. with other adults and children 
 

Course tutor 

Claire Johnson has over twenty years primary teaching and management experience in schools across 
the country. She has particular experience leading courses for gifted and talented pupils in the areas of 
math’s, science, language and drama. She has regularly contributed to community drama productions in 
the South-west where she lives and has received awards for both facilitating primary-age multi-media 
productions and for her personal stage performances. Her personal interest in the arts, combined with her 
scientific background, give her a passion for appreciating the links that can be made across academic 
disciplines. 
 

 As a result of attending the course you will have: 

• Enjoyed yourself! 

• Explored shape, space and measure concepts and the mathematical principles underlying them 

• Developed communication skills with others, both interpersonally and through explaining your work 

• Developed your mathematical knowledge 
 

 

Students should bring: 
• Pencils / Paper 
 
Lunch and refreshments are provided. 
School uniform is not required. 

No mobile phones. 
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Year 2 pupils – Talking to Animals  

Course details 

This is a fun, creative session which will use the book ‘Daisy Dawson’ as a starting point. Young writers will 

be encouraged to imagine how it would be if they could talk to animals. What might they say? And what 

might the animals reply…? 

We will also explore some of the animal characters in the ‘Maxwell Mutt’ series and look at how new 

characters can be developed. 

If possible, pupils should try to read ‘Daisy Dawson’ and/or other books in the Daisy Dawson series (Walker 

Books) before attending the session. 

As a result of coming on the course you will have:  

• Discussed your ideas 

• Engaged in drama / role play with a partner 

• Looked at approaches to inventing new animal characters 

• Written an imaginative piece of work 

• Written a collaborative poem ‘If I Could Talk to Animals…’ 

• Shared your work with others 

• Been given advice on writing from a published author 

• Been inspired to write even more…! 
 

Guidance criteria for identifying participants:  

• Pupils should enjoy writing for pleasure 

• Pupils should have a natural flair for creative writing 

• Pupils should be willing to discuss their thoughts and ideas with others 
 

Course tutor 

Steve Voake is the author of many books for young people including ‘The Dreamwalker’s Child’, ‘The Web 

of Fire’, ‘The Starlight Conspiracy’, ‘Blood Hunters’ (Faber and Faber) as well as the ‘Daisy Dawson’ series, 

the 'Hooey Higgins' series and the ‘Maxwell Mutt’ series for younger readers (Walker Books). Steve is also 

Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing at Bath Spa University.  Before becoming a writer, Steve was Head 

teacher of a primary school in Somerset and taught in primary schools for twenty years.                                                                                                                                                                 

Students should bring: 

• A notebook or notepad and pen 
Lunch and refreshments are provided. 
School uniform is not required. 
No mobile phones. 

 

Date of course Times Venue Cost 
Max. 
places 

Subject 

Wednesday 3rd July 2019 9.30am – 
2.30pm 

Braeside Education 
Centre 

£55 18 Literacy 

AGAT 
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Year 3 pupils – Story Magic  

Date of course Times Venue Cost Max 

places 

Subject 

Friday 26th April 

2019 

9.30am- 3pm Braeside Education Centre £55 30 Literacy 

AGAT 

Course details 
Do you love words, the sound or the look of them?    Come and join in a day of activities that will introduce 
you to clever tricks and fun tips.  We will look at the magic behind stories and examine the patterns they 
make. Create your own Word Magic to conjure up pictures and stories! 

Guidance criteria for identifying participants: 

• Pupils should enjoy words written and spoken 

•  Pupils should demonstrate abilities in creative literacy and a willingness to 
develop their skills. 

• It is essential participants have the maturity to work with unfamiliar adults and children in unfamiliar 
surroundings and in role play contexts. 

Course tutors 
Claire Johnson has over twenty years’ primary teaching and management experience in schools across the country. 
She has experience leading courses for gifted and talented pupils in the areas of science, literacy, drama and 
mathematics. She regularly contributes to community drama productions in Somerset where she lives and has 
received awards for both facilitating primary-age multi-media productions and for her personal stage performances. 
Her personal interest in the arts, combined with her scientific background have given her a passion for appreciating 
the links that can be made across academic disciplines and encouraging a pupils own natural spirit of enquiry. 
Ian Leak has extensive experience in schools across the south-west. He has particular expertise in the Primary sector 
and runs courses for gifted and talented pupils in the areas of literacy and drama. He has his own weekly radio show 
in Somerset and is involved in community projects linked to media and music. Ian is particularly interested in 
developing a focus for young children to use their skills in context. 

As a result of coming on the course you will: 

• Have created work through writing and dramatic storytelling  

• Been introduced to a bank of useful tips to help you develop your creative writing 

• Begun your book of word magic 

• Explored the key elements found in stories.  

• Identified main story themes and how they re-occur in our favourite stories. 

• Worked together in teams to create stories; with a focus on good communication.  

• Used story boards for planning  

• Used random images and object story starters. 

• Developed our ability to innovate when storytelling. 

• Met new people and had fun! 

What you will take away with you:      

• New knowledge and thinking skills 

Students should bring: 
• Favourite writing materials, pens and/or pencils  

• Willingness to have fun with stories and share ideas 
Lunch and refreshments are provided. 
School uniform is not required. No mobile telephones please.                                                                  
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Year 3 pupils – Pirate Quest; Maths at Sea 

Course details 

Set forth on a day of discovery around the house and grounds of Braeside. A map has been discovered, 

but as yet it remains incomplete. We will use mathematical problem solving and challenge tasks to solve 

the clues and complete the puzzle. Pupils need to be ready to venture forth as part of a team, be excited 

about exploring problems in context and keen to seek out adventure. Sensible adventure pirate style 

clothes and outdoor shoes would be useful.   

Guidance criteria for identifying participants:  

 

• A love of mathematics…and adventure! 

• Ability to work creatively, using language/drama contexts 

• An ability to work in groups and independently 

• The ability to work in unfamiliar conditions i.e. with other adults and children 
 

Course tutor  

Claire Johnson has over twenty years primary teaching and management experience in schools 
across the country. She has particular experience leading courses for gifted and talented pupils in 
the areas of maths, science, language and drama. She has regularly contributed to community 
drama productions in the South-west where she lives and has received awards for both facilitating 
primary-age multi-media productions and for her personal stage performances. Her personal 
interest in the arts, combined with her scientific background, give her a passion for appreciating 
the links that can be made across academic disciplines. 
 

As a result of coming on the course you will have: 

• Enjoyed yourself! 

• Developed your problem-solving abilities and ability to explore contextual problems 

• Developed interpersonal skills and the ability to explain the methods of your work 

• Developed your mathematical knowledge  
 

 

Students should bring: 

• Pencil, notepad 

Lunch and refreshments are provided. 

School uniform is not required.  

No mobile phones. 

 

 

Date of course  Times  Venue  Cost  Max. places  Subject 

Friday 7th June 2019 9.30am – 3pm Braeside Education Centre  £55 16 Numeracy 

AGAT 
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Year 3/4 pupils – Rocket Balloons, Bubbles, Drops and Helicopters 

Date of course Times Venue Cost Max. places Subject 

Saturday 15th June 
2019 

9.30am – 
3.00pm 

Braeside  
Education Centre 

£55 18 Science  
AGAT 

Course details 
This thought-provoking day will focus on “broadening children’s scientific view of the world around them” 
(Science programme of study Sept 13). This course will give children the rare opportunity to spend a whole 
day focused on working scientifically.  It will support accelerated progress within the new programme of 
study for any child with a questioning mind. During the day course members will be given the opportunity to 
secure and master the skills that are the outcomes for early Key Stage Two. Children will be given the 
opportunity to explore, talk about, test and develop ideas about everyday phenomena. Course members 
will make and investigate rocket balloons, blow incredible bubbles and explore the life of a drop.  Most 
importantly participants will be free to question and investigate the things that interest them; hopefully 
finding some surprises.  

Guidance criteria for identifying participants  

• Show an interest in the world 

• Be able to think about, question and discuss alternatives for scientific theories 

• Be able to work independently and in groups 

• Be trusted to use resources sensibly 

• You will not be required to read or write much – this course is for thinkers and doers! 

Course tutor  
Robert Cunningham graduated from the University of Plymouth with a BEd honours degree.  He then worked as the 
president of the student union before becoming a primary school teacher.  Having had experience in both KS1 and 
KS2, Rob is now a Deputy Head in a large outstanding primary teaching school. He leads science and technology and 
has responsibility for this area across the Multi Academy Trust . Rob has a strong belief in children thinking and 
learning for themselves and making decisions that are going to be beneficial to their future. He believes that learning 
is most powerful when the ideas have been child initiated and that science offers the opportunity for children to 
acquire and develop these skills.  

As a result of coming on the course you will have: 

• Enjoyed yourself, made some friends 

• Asked and investigated a question of your choosing  

• Developed questioning and investigative skills setting up practical enquiries focused on fair testing  

• Made systematic and careful observations 

• Drawn conclusions, made predictions and suggested improvements. 
 

What you will take away with you 

• New ideas and strategies to use in a real context 

• A broader prospective of science and how this links to career opportunities 

• Friends 

• Certificate of attendance 
 

Students should bring 

• Pencil & pens / calculator / ruler 

• Paper – squared if possible 
 
Lunch and refreshments are provided. 
School uniform is not required. No Mobile phones. 
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Year 4 pupils – Another World 

Date of course Times Venue Cost Max. places Subject 

Tuesday 4th and 
Wednesday 5th June 
2019 

9.30am – 3.30pm 
both days 

Braeside  
Education Centre 

£110 18 Literacy 

AGAT 

 

Course details 
 

This course will look carefully at the way extended stories are constructed and how they often involve 

moving into a different world, as in ‘The Dreamwalker’s Child’. Steve will use examples from his own 

work to show how this can be done successfully. You will then have the opportunity to create your own 

world and adventures by writing and illustrating a story from your own imagination! 
 

Guidance criteria for identifying participants: 

•  Pupils should enjoy writing for pleasure 

•  Pupils should have a natural flair for creative writing 

•  Pupils should be willing to discuss their thoughts and ideas with others 
 
 

Course tutor 
 

Steve Voake is the author of many books for young people including ‘The Dreamwalker’s Child’, ‘The Web 

of Fire’, ‘The Starlight Conspiracy’, ‘Blood Hunters’ (Faber & Faber) as well as the ‘Daisy Dawson’ series 

and the 'Hooey Higgins' series for younger readers (Walker Books). Steve is also Senior Lecturer in 

Creative Writing at Bath Spa University.  Before becoming a writer, Steve was Head teacher of a primary 

school in Somerset and taught in primary schools for twenty years. 

 

As a result of coming on the course you will have: 

•  Been given advice on story writing from a published author 

•  Learned various techniques to improve your story writing 

•  Written and illustrated your own story about ‘Another World’ 

•  Been inspired to write even more…! 
 

 

Students should bring: 

•  A notebook or notepad and pen 

•  Coloured pencils 
 
 
Lunch and refreshments are provided.  
School uniform is not required. 
No mobile phones. 
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Year 4/5/6 pupils – Help! I’ve fallen into a Pirate Painting! 

Date of course Times Venue Cost Max. places Subject 

Thursday 20th June 
2019 

9.30am – 
3.30pm 

Braeside  
Education Centre 

£55 18 Literacy 
AGAT 

Course details 

A day spent learning to develop pieces of creative writing from the stimulus of vibrant and exciting paintings. 
Pirate paintings! All paintings will be of artistic significance. 

The children will explore the story in the paintings and use drama techniques to ‘take part’ in the events and 
go backwards and forwards in time to imagine what led up to the pictured event and what happened next. 

From this the children will develop a piece of writing drawn from the discussions and experiences, choosing 
to write either in role as one of the characters or in the third person.  

Children must have a real interest in creative writing. 

Pupils are encouraged to wear some pirate clothing; e.g. headscarf, striped trousers or top, wide belt, boots 
etc. No children will be forced to walk the plank! 

There were plenty of pirate women! So both girls and boys will enjoy this course. 

Guidance criteria for identifying participants: 

• Pupils should expect to work with other participants as well as on their own 

• Pupils need an interest in creative writing  

• Pupils should be happy with the fact that writing a short piece of quality writing takes a long time 

• Pupils must be able to follow simple instructions and work independently 

Course tutor 

Dave Borrie is a retired Primary Headteacher. His happiest times were always working with children, not 
official documents. He has always endeavoured to inspire children to enjoy being learners and to develop 
creativity in their work. He still believes learning should be fun! 

As a result of coming on the course you will have: 

• Had fun 

• Met and interacted with other children 

• Learnt more about using drama as a powerful learning tool 

• Enjoyed the process of creative writing 

• Learnt the Pirate Code! 

What you will take away with you: 

• A certificate of attendance 

• A sense of achievement 

• At least one piece of creative writing 
• New skills and increased confidence in the art of writing creatively 

Students should bring: 

• Imagination 

• An A4 notepad 

• Pens/pencils in more than one colour for writing 

• Encouraged to bring a costume / eyepatches 
 

Lunch and refreshments are provided. 

School uniform is not required. 

No mobile phones. 
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Year 4 pupils – Intrepid Explorers; Maths Adventure 

Course Details 

Set forth on a day of discovery around the house and grounds of Braeside. A poem has been discovered, 

but as yet it remains incomplete. We will use mathematical problem solving and challenge tasks to solve 

the clues and complete the puzzle! Pupils need to be ready to venture forth as part of a team, be excited 

about exploring problems in context and keen to seek out adventure. Sensible adventure-style clothes and 

shoes would be useful.   

Guidance criteria for identifying participants:  

• Keen mathematicians i.e. those who enjoy the subject 

• Ability to work creatively, using language/drama contexts 

• An ability to work in groups and independently 

• The ability to work in unfamiliar conditions i.e. with other adults and children 

• A love of mathematics…and adventure! 
 

Course tutor  

Claire Johnson has over twenty years primary teaching and management experience in schools across 
the country. She has particular experience leading courses for gifted and talented pupils in the areas of 
maths, science, language and drama. She has regularly contributed to community drama productions in the 
South-west where she lives and has received awards for both facilitating primary-age multi-media 
productions and for her personal stage performances. Her personal interest in the arts, combined with her 
scientific background, give her a passion for appreciating the links that can be made across academic 
disciplines. 

 

As a result of coming on the course you will have: 

• Enjoyed yourself! 

• Developed your problem solving ability 

• Developed interpersonal skills and the ability to explain the methods of your work 

• Developed your mathematical and logical intelligence 
 
 

Students should bring: 

• Pencil, notepad 

Lunch and refreshments are provided. 

School uniform is not required.  

No mobile phones. 

 

 

Date of course  Times  Venue  Cost  Max. 
places  

Subject 

Friday 21st June 2019 9.30am – 
3pm 

Braeside Education 
Centre  

£55 16 Numeracy 

AGAT 
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Year 5/6 pupils – ‘Take a Closer Look’; Microscopes 

Date of course Times Venue Cost Max. places Subject 

Tuesday 25th June 
2019 

9.30am – 
3.30pm 

Braeside  
Education Centre 

£55 16 Science 
AGAT 

Course details 

Exploring our World through microscopes enables us to transform the everyday into the extra ordinary. The 
excitement of seeing a …poppy seed turn into a distant planet… or pond water become a teaming 
biological soup… is captivating; stimulating our creativity as much as it expands our science. The course 
enables children to develop their experiences and thinking as scientists by using microscopes to develop 
their skills and understanding. Through the science of microscopy their view of the world will never be the 
same! 

 

Guidance criteria for identifying participants  

• Should have enquiring minds and a desire to explore. 

• Should enjoy science and question their surroundings and experiences.     

• Should be able to work independently, and in groups, developing their ideas. 
 

Course tutor  

Peter Sainsbury has taught both KS1 and KS2 in a variety of Middle and Primary schools. Throughout his 
thirty years in education, including two Deputy Headships and two Acting Headships, he has been able to 
pursue his interests in science and classroom practice. In 2012 he was delighted to receive the National 
Primary Teaching Award from the Institute of Physics (IOP). A Fellow of the Primary Science Teaching 
College, Peter has expanded his science outreach nationally and is currently working at Winterbourne Earls 
C of E Primary School, Salisbury and for the College. As an elected member of the Royal Microscopical 
Society (RMS) he has developed this course to share his enthusiasm for microscopes and help children 
discover the wonders that they bring. 

As a result of coming on the course you will have: 

• Have been entrusted with a wonderful scientific instrument (and probably want to buy your own!)  

• See things in a different way and want to find out even more.                                                               

• Be enthused by the world that exists beyond the reach of our naked eye. 

You will also: 

• Understand the impact of microscopy, how microscopes work and know about some of the 
significant scientists who have developed this field.                                                                                   

• Be trained in the use of microscopes and, if you meet the criteria, receive a certificate (based upon 
the work of the RMS). 

 

Students should bring: 

Students will not be required to bring any specific materials or resources with them, although basic pencil 
case equipment may be helpful.  

 

Lunch and refreshments are provided. 
School uniform is not required. 
No mobile phones. 
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Year 5/6 pupils – Graphic Novels 

 
Course details 
 

Graphic novels are a popular and entertaining form of literature which mix drawing and design with carefully 

crafted text into a structured whole. The mix of illustration and text supports the use of precise vocabulary 

and imaginative story structure. Pupils will get the chance to explore a range of graphic novels and design 

and produce their own short version of a well-known story or of an original creation of their own.  
 

Guidance criteria for identifying participants: 

•  Pupils should enjoy writing for pleasure 

•  Pupils should be confident drawing and designing pictures 

•  Pupils should be willing to discuss their thoughts and ideas 

•  Pupils work freely, confidently, together and independently 
 
 

Course tutor 
 

Sue Roles has over twenty years teaching experience in both primary and secondary phases. In addition, 

her role as Wiltshire English Adviser led her to work with many of the county’s school, particularly on writing 

and reading for pleasure.  She loves working with children and young people and listening to their ideas 

and thoughts about what they are writing and reading.  

 

As a result of coming on the course you will have: 

 

•  Produced your own graphic novel. 

•  Extended your knowledge of writing for specific purposes & audiences. 

•  A certificate of attendance. 

 

What you will take away with you:  

• Your finished graphic novel. 

• An enthusiasm to widen your reading repertoire. 

 

Students should bring: 

• Writing equipment 

• Drawing equipment 
 
 
Lunch and refreshments are provided. 
School uniform is not required. 
No mobile phones. 

 

 

Date of Course Times Venue Cost 
Max. 
places 

Subject 

Monday 1st July 

2019 

9.30am – 

3.30pm 

Braeside Education 

Centre 

£55 18 Literacy 

AGAT 
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Year 5/6 pupils – ‘Globe-trotter Maths’ 

Course details 

Pack your bag ready for a mathematical adventure!  The pupils will experience a variety of learning 

activities to explore mathematics around the world and challenge their thinking.  They will look at a variety 

of problems as well as learn about mathematicians from different countries.  Children will work 

independently as well as working in groups to solve puzzles. 

Guidance criteria for identifying participants: 

• Enjoyment of mathematics 

• Good mathematicians 

• An ability to work in groups and independently 

• Show a curiosity of the world around them 

• An ability to explain their problem-solving skills and record their methods. 

Course tutor 

Hannah Crook is a primary school teacher in Salisbury with a particular interest and enthusiasm for 

mathematics.  She is keen for children broaden and apply their mathematical skills in a variety of situations 

where they are challenged and need to do some ‘deep-sea’ thinking.  Hannah completed the MaST 

(Mathematics Specialist Teaching Programme) with the University of Winchester and she has a MA in 

Learning and Knowledge Technology from Bath Spa University. 

As a result of coming on the course you will have: 

• Enjoyed yourself! 

• Enriched your knowledge of mathematics 

• Developed your problems solving skills 

• Developed your ability to explain methods and strategies used 

What you will take away with you: 

• New knowledge and methods of thinking 

• Certificate of attendance 

Students should bring: 

• Pen/pencil 

• Notepad 

• Water bottle 

Lunch and refreshments are provided. 

School uniform is not required. 

No mobile phones. 

 

Date of course Times Venue Cost 
Max. 
places 

Subject 

Saturday 15th June 

2019 

9.30am – 

3.30pm 

Braeside 

Education Centre 

£55 18 Numeracy 

AGAT 
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Tutors – Spring/Summer 2019 

 

Claire Johnson has over twenty years’ primary teaching and management experience in schools across the 

country. She has particular experience leading courses for gifted and talented pupils in the areas of language, 

science, drama and mathematics. She regularly contributes to community drama productions in the South-west, 

where she lives and has received awards for both facilitating primary-age multi-media productions and for her 

personal stage performances. Her personal interest in the arts, combined with her scientific background, give 

her a passion for appreciating the links that can be made across academic disciplines. 

Ian Leak has extensive experience in schools across the south-west. He has particular expertise in the Primary 

sector and runs courses for gifted and talented pupils in the areas of literacy and drama. He has his own weekly 

radio show in Somerset and has is involved in community projects linked to media and music. Ian is particularly 

interested in developing a focus for young children to use their skills in context. 

Robert Cunningham graduated from the University of Plymouth with a BEd honours degree.  He then worked 

as the president of the student union before becoming a primary school teacher.  Having had experience in both 

KS1 and KS2, Rob is now a Deputy Head in a large outstanding primary teaching school. He leads science and 

technology and has responsibility for this area across the Multi Academy Trust. Rob has a strong belief in 

children thinking and learning for themselves and making decisions that are going to be beneficial to their future. 

He believes that learning is most powerful when the ideas have been child initiated and that science offers the 

opportunity for children to acquire and develop these skills.  

Sue Roles has over twenty years teaching experience in both primary and secondary phases. In addition, her 

role as Wiltshire English Adviser led her to work with many of the county’s school, particularly on writing and 

reading for pleasure.  She loves working with children and young people and listening to their ideas and 

thoughts about what they are writing and reading.  

Steve Voake is the author of many books for young people including ‘The Dream walker’s Child’, ‘The Web of 

Fire’, ‘The Starlight Conspiracy’, ‘Blood Hunters’ (Faber and Faber) as well as the ‘Daisy Dawson’ series and the 

'Hooey Higgins' series for younger readers (Walker Books). Steve is also Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing at 

Bath Spa University.  Before becoming a writer, Steve was Head teacher of a primary school in Somerset and 

taught in primary schools for twenty years. 

Dave Borrie is a retired Wiltshire Primary Headteacher. Over the years he took training in the use of drama, 

storytelling and first-hand experiences as a means of inspiring children to produce quality writing and poetry.  He 

has always endeavoured to inspire children to enjoy being learners and to develop creativity in their work. After 

retiring he was invited to be the keynote speaker at the Primary Science Teaching Trust’s annual conference in 

Bristol, giving a lecture about the importance of creativity in education. He has continued his contact with 

children through working at Devizes Museum as a volunteer, using storytelling and drama to help children 

understand Neolithic life. He still believes learning should be fun! 

Hannah Crook is a primary school teacher in Salisbury with a particular interest and enthusiasm for 

mathematics.  She is keen for children broaden and apply their mathematical skills in a variety of situations 

where they are challenged and need to do some ‘deep-sea’ thinking.  Hannah completed the MaST 

(Mathematics Specialist Teaching Programme) with the University of Winchester and she has a MA in Learning 

and Knowledge Technology from Bath Spa University. 
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Peter Sainsbury has taught both KS1 and KS2 in a variety of Middle and Primary schools. Throughout his thirty 

years in education, including two Deputy Headships and two Acting Headships, he has been able to pursue his 

interests in science and classroom practice. In 2012 he was delighted to receive the National Primary Teaching 

Award from the Institute of Physics (IOP). A Fellow of the Primary Science Teaching College, Peter has 

expanded his science outreach nationally and is currently working at Winterbourne Earls C of E Primary School, 

Salisbury and for the College. As an elected member of the Royal Microscopical Society (RMS) he has 

developed this course to share his enthusiasm for microscopes and help children discover the wonders that they 

bring. 

 


