
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Statement of intent 

Why do we teach speaking and listening at St Marys? 

Speaking and listening and Reading are the building blocks from which high quality writing 

emerges.  A focus on listen will be encouraged through eye contact and positive body 

posture when pupils listen to each other. We will endeavour to provide pupils with quality 

speaking experiences, e.g. public choral speaking, visiting speakers or drama. 

Why do we teach reading at St Marys? 

Reading will be taught through high-quality texts.  To allow reading access for all children we 

will explore the cross-curricular issues necessary prior to reading lessons.  Children will then 

be given a non-fiction and fiction genre to read per term, placing emphasis on the structure, 

vocabulary, punctuation and grammar. These learning objectives will be taken from the 

South Gloucestershire scheme and will be assessed through class reading sessions, by 

recording the children’s responses on grids that are kept together in the pupil’s reading work 

book.  Children will focus on the comprehension of each genre through:  LOOK, CLUE, 

THINK and WORD questions.  They will also compare their understanding of the text 

through: TEXT TO SELF, TEXT TO TEXT and TEXT TO WORLD questions.  These types of 

questions naturally will focus on inference and prediction skills. 

Why do we teach spelling at St Marys? 

Spelling will be taught in isolation but will be given a strong emphasis when editing written 

work. FS will work from the LCP phonics, KS1 will build on these phonics phases and teach 

and test through Rising stars.  KS2 will teach and test spellings using the Rising Stars 

scheme. 

Why do we teach writing at St Marys? 

Writing will be taught in 3 weekly blocks that will focus on a fiction or a non fiction genre, 

allowing both to be covered over a half term.  4 skills that are taken from the INTRGRA 

assessment sheets will be revised, taught, practised and then applied through sentence 

work.  Each week one or two short write tasks will allow children to revisit previously taught 

genres and practise the new skills taught.  These maybe part of cross-curricular lesson but 

must link to the class text too, for example Jack and the Beanstalk may link to a science 

explanative short write. On the third week children will be asked to write at length 

independently on the genre style that they have been working towards to allow for 



assessment.  Assessments from this writing will be recorded on an INTEGRA sheet and will 

inform top-down planning of the future writing skills. 

Assessments in spelling using the SWIST document will also be carried out termly and 

inform data. This will be analysed by the Head teacher and the SENCO to check for 

intervention needs where necessary.  WHF comprehension tests will also be done termly 

and an analysis of the data will be sent to WHF English leads for analysis. 

Why do we teach handwriting at St Marys? 

Handwriting, grammar and punctuation is assessed as part of writing, formally in the FS 

baseline, Year 2 SATs and the Year 6 SATs.  Teacher assessments also reported to parents 

twice yearly.  Therefore Handwriting will be taught weekly and practised through other skills, 

such as spellings regularly.  Letterjoin is a scheme that is available to parents, children and 

for lessons.  It has the St Mary’s chosen letter formations on it. 

 


