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Willow Class - FS2 children

Typical routine
• The school doors open at 8:45am. The side gate is
then locked at 8:50am
• If the gate is locked, then you will go to the office to
drop off your child.
• All classes have a morning activity – these start at
8:50am
• Normally, parents/carers are invited into the classroom
but with the uncertain situation with Covid19 these
plans may change.
• The school day ends at 3:10pm. You will collect your
child from the same door
• If your child is being picked up from school by another
adult, please inform the class teacher or phone the
office.
• *With the current pandemic these arrangements may need to
change to follow Government guidelines in Sept*

A typical day in Willow
•
•

•
•
•

•

Settling in table-top activities first thing
Phonics session, carpet maths session and story times
each morning
Activities to support finger power and letter formation
Snack time- school provides fruit for snack time and free
milk (milk is free until your child is 5)
Explore time/play based curriculum. This is time where
the children will have time to explore their own ideas via
the class resources. This can be in the inside classroom
or in our outside area, children can choose where they
prefer to work. Adults in Willow are very skilled in
enabling children to learn via play and in supporting
children to meet their next steps in learning.
Forest school time in our onsite woods

.

•
•
•

•

The first few weeks
All children are in school full time from the first day of
school.
The first week of school will start at 9:15am so your
child is not overwhelmed to be arriving with the rest of
the school.
The first 3 weeks will be very informal and childinitiated as the teachers make initial observations
and complete baseline assessments.
This is normally what happens, but it may well
change when we know more about social
distancing

Tapestry
This is an online learning journey celebrating and recording the learning of your child
in Willow Class. This can be photos and videos of your child working or of work they
have done. It is unique to your child.
When your child starts in Willow class you will be provided with log in details to

access your account.
You can add to this at home, with activities you have done, places you have visited,
celebrations of things you have achieved eg swimming without armbands, running a
mile, riding a bike, first sleepover at Nanna’s house. At the end of the year this is
converted to a PDF for you to keep as a record of your child’s year in Willow Class.

What does my child need for September?
•

Own named water bottle

•

PE kit (named) navy shorts and/or navy joggers and a T shirt in the
colour of your child’s house (SWIFTS ROBINS KINGFISHERS)

•

Forest School kit waterproof trousers and anorak preferable to an all in
one as easier to get off to go to the toilet! (named)

•

Wellies/welly socks (named)

•

Spare clothes/underwear in case of accidents/mud

•

School cardigan/jumper (named) (from Melksham Sportsbug)

•

White polo shirt/shirt grey trousers/shorts/skirt/pinafore (named) or blue
gingham summer dress

•

Black school shoes, Velcro fastening if possible (named)

•

School book bag (named) (from Sportsbug) with plastic wallet inside for

books (protects from rain/wet/accidents).

How can I help my child prepare for school?
Independence skills
•

Encourage independence in using the toilet and wiping their own bottom. Boys could practise using a

urinal.
•

Being able to wash hands effectively.

•

Wipe own nose with a tissue and know to bin the tissue afterwards.

•

Dressing and undressing independently. When taking off clothes put in a tidy pile. Once mastered try
leaving things in a muddle on the floor inside out as en extra challenge (resembles after a PE
session!). Be able to turn a top the right way around.

•

Be able to put on own shoes and coat and do up the zip.

•

If your child will be having a hot dinner please practise using a knife and fork (older children and
adults will support, but independence is best).

•

How to open/close lunchbox and open any packaging e.g. yogurt tubes

•

Recognising own name, so they can find own box and name for self-registration.

How can I help my child prepare for school?
Playing with others
•

Be able to join in games and activities with other children

•

Be able to share and take turns

Speaking and listening
•

Be able to talk about my ideas, needs and feelings.

•

Be able to ask a grown up for help when needed.

•

Be able to follow simple 2-part instructions.

How can I help my child prepare for school?
Numbers
•

Practise counting small group of objects e.g. can you put 4 spoons on the table for dinner please

•

Enjoy singing number rhymes

•

Say number names in order to 10 e.g. practise as you are marching, walking, climbing stairs.

•

Recognise some numbers in the environment e.g. own age on cards, house number, numbers on buses/cars

Reading and writing
•

Practise recognising and read own name for self-registration and finding own box in school

•

Enjoy sitting quietly and listening to a short story

•

Practise say a few nursery rhymes or songs

•

Practise using a pair of child’s scissors

•

Enjoy drawing and mark making using pens/pencils and crayons

•

If you do want to practise name writing or forming letters as your child is showing an interest, then please follow the school
way (see handout for letter formation). If your child is ready to write their name, then please only use a capital letter for the
first letter of their name and the rest of the letters lower case and with the correct formation. Bad habits are very hard to
break!

Finger Power!!
To strengthen shoulders and arms
• Swinging on monkey bars/tree branches
• Pulling apart and pushing together beads/bricks
• Lifting and carrying buckets of water
• Pushing wheelbarrows especially if they have a
heavy load
• Climbing
• Throwing
• Catching
• Commando crawling

To strengthen hands to develop

To strengthen fingers to develop

strength to carry and squeeze objects

the tripod/pincer grip

• Kneading and squeezing dough

• Use clothes pegs

(playdough and bread dough)
• Squeezing sponges and washing
bikes/cars/windows etc

• Using tongs
• Threading games and beads
• Use tweezers to pick up treasure

• Sweeping and raking

• Picking up raisins one at a time to eat

• Squeezing spray bottles

• Sprinkling flour/glitter/paint

• Clapping games

• Picking up Lego bricks and building the

• Using hand whisks and balloon whisks to
create bubbles and froth
• Spreading butter/honey/jam/marmite on
toast

smaller the pieces the better
• Make marks in paint/mud/gloop

We recognise that starting school
is a huge milestone for families. At
St Mary’s, we aim to work together
with you to make this a happy and
positive journey for you and your
child. Please don’t hesitate to ask
any questions or voice any
concerns that you have, however
small they may seem.
Thank you
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