
 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing at St Mary’s Broughton Gifford 

Introduction 

Writing is a life skill which allows the children to communicate. It allows them to show their 

creativity and explain their understanding. Our aim at St Mary’s School is to help children 

become equipped with the skills to help them develop into successful writers. A successful 

writer will demonstrate an increased word segmenting skills, an increased understanding of 

grammar and punctuation, use vocabulary at a more in depth level, their handwriting will 

develop as their fine motor skills develop, and will become more successful writers in a 

range of genres.  

Aims 

• To encourage children to become enthusiastic and reflective writers through being 

exposed to challenging, inspirational and enriching texts. 

• To write a wide variety of genres based on rich text. 

• To form early links with parents and to gain their support with their child’s progress in 

phonics and letter formations. 

• To write with confidence, fluency and understanding using a range of independent 

strategies to self-monitor and to self-correct mistakes. 

• To develop confident and independent writers by inspiring a love of literature and an 

enjoyment of writing for pleasure. 

 

Text based Approach to Writing 

At St Mary’s Primary School, it is important to use a text based approach to writing that 

supports the skills learnt in that phase. 

A text should last a term to allow pupil to become fully immersed in that text to fully 

understand that text. 

Writing will then cover two genres for each text.  A fiction genre and a non-fiction genre.  

These writing genres will be planned to be worked on for three weeks each.   

In KS2 it is suggested that children should focus on shorter text/picture books at the 

beginning of the year.  Then focus on longer texts when the text can be started as a whole 

class in the term before. 

In Year 1 children may us two texts over a term at the beginning of the year to keep their 

focus fresh. 

 

 



Genre Coverage 

Year groups Entertain Inform Persuade Discuss 

Years 1&2 Story (including 
retelling) 
Description 
Poetry 
In 
character/role 

Recount 
Diary entry 
Letter 
Instruction 
Postcard 
Explanation 

  

Years 3 & 4 Narrative 
Description 
Poetry 
Characters 
Settings 

Explanation 
Recount 
Letter 
Biography 
Newspaper 
article 

Advertising 
Letter 
Speech 
Poster 

 

Years 5&6 Narrative 
Description 
Poetry 
Characters 
Settings 

Report 
Recount 
Biography 
Newspaper 
Essay 

Advertising 
Letter 
Speech 

Balanced 
argument 
 
Newspaper 
review 
 

 

Long Term Plan – Yearly Overview 

Year 2 Example 

 

Medium Term Plan  

This term’s plan shows the genre covered and the skills taught for each genre.  One long 

write is planned every three weeks as an assessment and skills practise and two short 

writing genres are planned each week in the build up to the third week. 



 

 

 

Assessment 

INTEGRA skills sheets are used to assess and plan from.  Teachers use the long write 

genre piece to assess the skills that have been planned for the three week block and then 

plan for the next genre writing three week block. 

 

Skills are highlighted to show the skills that have been planned for.  A different colour is used 

for each term. 

Pupil’s assessment INTEGRA sheets are kept in the distance marking folder to show which 

groups have achieved the planned skill.  Years 2 & 6 keep individual Assessment sheets in 

pupil books and these can be used for moderation. 

 

 



The Learning Process to writing in each Key Stage 

• Collect it 

• Deconstruct it 

• Construct it 

• Plan it 

• Write it 

• Edit it 

• Revise it 

Collect it 

The purpose of collecting writing examples from texts is so that children can be equipped 

with the best possible language to apply in their own writing.  Children will be provided with 

rich texts and experiences (hooks), drama, visitors and film clips.  Teachers will use these 

opportunities to take photos for working walls so that children can refer back to their 

experiences. Vocabulary and spellings can also be discussed and displayed for future 

reference. 

Deconstruct it 

WAGOLLs (What A Good One Looks Like) 

The level of language should be challenging but within reach.   

https;//grammarsaurus.co.uk/   and thesauruses can be used. 

Each class displays jigsaw pieces showing the grammar and the punctuation that is being 

taught in their year group. 

Construct it 

Focus on the teaching of new knowledge needed to write the final piece. 

Precision teaching, modelling, relating to the purpose and function of the text as well as 

focused grammar activities. E.g. In year 4, narrative – teach the use of fronted adverbials. 

Children will then be given opportunities to practise these skills in a short genre piece of 

writing. 

Plan it 

Once children are immersed with the language and knowledge of the topic and structures of 

the text type, they can plan their own piece of writing.  This must be a useable plan.  The 

plan should incorporate ideas from the ‘construct it’ phase.  E.g. a character description.  

Their character from their plan should come from this. 

Write it  

Pupils should be ready to write.  Teachers will still structure the writing with revisions 

throughout the lesson.  This process could take up to 3 days. 

Edit it 

Editing will be taught and practised before children edit their own work.  Self-editing is done 

by the child on their own work.  Peer-editing is when a child works in collaboration with a 

peer to edit their work.  Children will focus on the skills that have been taught during the unit.  

Children will use a purple pen to edit. 



Revise it 

This process is similar to editing but to revise a piece of work is to make improvements to 

the cohesion and the clarity of a phrase/sentence. 

Celebrate it 

Children’s work will be displayed on clip boards in the classroom.  Celebration assembly will 

also be a time to highlight any children who have made particular progress in their writing. 

Word of the Week 

Children are introduced to a word of the week which will usually come from the class text.  

This is a word that children can learn to use in their writing throughout the week and extends 

their vocabulary.  This word will be displayed on the working wall as part of a traffic light 

display.  As children move up through the school they will begin to write definitions, find 

synonyms and antonyms as well as adding prefixes and suffixes.   

Shades of meaning is an opportunity to extend children’s vocabulary.  This is when the 

children use a thesaurus to find synonyms.  Then they put them on a scale in order to show 

severity.  These can also be displayed on the working wall. 

 

Intervention 

We use Alan Peats sentence types to support children.  They can be used once or twice a 

week. 

Early Years Years 1& 2 Years 3&4 Years 5&6 

And sentences Coordinating 
conjunctions 
Expanded noun 
phrases 
Verb tense – ed 
Commas for a list 
Adverbs –ly ending 

Fronted adverbials 
Short sentences for 
impact 
Adjectives 
2 pairs of fronted 
adverbials 
Verb, person 
Emotion word 
fronted adverbial. 

Colons 
Semi-colons 
Irony 
Image 3 examples 
Personification of 
weather 
3bad-
(dash)question?-
dash 
Noun, which, who, 
where relative 
clause 
If, if, if then 
subordinating 
conjunctions. 

 

Handwriting 

At St Mary’s we have a set formation of letter formations.  These can be found on the Letter 

join programme.  Letter join is an interactive program that can be used at school and at 

home.  Our writing policy states that children will use a pencil to write initially and the teacher 

will assess when they think children are able to use a pen.  This is called having a pen 

licence.  Children will need to be able to form their letters with the correct formation, place 

letters correctly on a line, show an understanding of ascenders and descenders.  They will 

also need to be able to show the appropriate horizontal and diagonal joining stokes, which 

they will be taught from Year 2 onwards. 


