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Beech Class Newsletter  

Spring Term 3 2018 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

  

Welcome back to Term 3 in Beech class. We hope you had a good Christmas and are ready for an exciting term ahead. 

 

Overview of the term 

This term our topic is Dinosaurs and we will also be looking at the History of our school from the Victorian times in 

light of the new school building being celebrated and opened officially. 

 

English 

In English, we will be reading ‘Harry and his bucketful of Dinosaurs’ and also ‘The Secret Dinosaur’.  We will be 

creating our own dinosaurs and then writing new versions of the dinosaur stories, writing some poetry and following 

our trip to the Victorian school in January we will be writing a non-chronological report on this experience.  

 

Phonics 

We have daily phonics lessons. We will be learning phase 5 and phase 6.  You can support your child with this by 

playing on www.phonicsplay.co.uk  

 

Spellings 

All of the spellings for the term will be in the spelling folders that the children will keep in their book bags. The 

children will need to practice every day at school but also at home. These are then tested on a Friday, along with 

using the spellings correctly in a sentence. Please make sure that your child does the correct week’s spellings in their 

books for each week.  

 

Reading 

Please hear your child read as often as possible and then record your comments in the yellow reading record books. 

We will have a rota so the children will know which days they are reading to a teacher. This will aid us in checking 

books and helping the children change them. Please let us know if you could spare an hour or two and listen to the 

children read. Your help would be really appreciated. 

 

Sight words 

Children will continue to learn their sight words (not to sound out) to help with the tricky words that cannot be 

sounded out and to aid speed and fluency of reading. We have seen a huge improvement already in the children 

reading by learning these words. We will highlight and date words needed to be learnt that week and they will be 

tested every Wednesday, ‘Wordy Wednesday’. The children will be tested in a random order and will also recap words 

learnt previously. Any not remembered will carry over to the following week, they will be learnt at each child’s own 

pace. Please do not write on the assessment sheet, it is for teacher use to monitor assessment. 

 

Science and Geography 

These two subjects will link together. The children will be finding out about the changes in the seasons and how this 

affects the weather and trees.  We will be observing the weather and making our own weather stations, measuring 

rainfall and wind direction. 

We will also go into the woods to observe these changes and use our Forest school time to record what is happening 

at this time of year. 

The children will also make their own weather forecast, using the information they have learnt. 

 

Maths homework  

We will continue to use professor assessor. Homework is set on a Tuesday and live to complete for a week. A range of 

questions are selected, some we have been covering that week and some to recap previous work. Every week on a 
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Tuesday, after that week of homework has closed, we print out next step questions from the children’s homework. If 

they haven’t completed the homework they do not get next steps questions. 

 

Number facts 

Number facts sheets will continue to come home to learn weekly such as number bonds from 10 up to 20, doubles and 

halves and times tables (depending on age and stage) which will be tested on a Tuesday. These are made into small 

cards so you are welcome to cut them up and match number facts together as a game. Children need to know that 

addition is the inverse to subtraction and this will be the same with timetables. These are important to learn as it 

helps with basic maths so children can concentrate on the harder concepts. To rote learn number facts and tables 

really well will be an advantage in following year groups. 

 

Physical Education 

This term PE will be on a Monday afternoon and a Wednesday afternoon every week.  The children will be getting 

changed in school so they need to make sure their PE kit is in school. Because of the muddy playing field we will send 

the PE kits home on a Wednesday this term. The PE lessons will be outside (weather depending) so please make sure 

your child has appropriate clothing for the weather. If we cannot go outside there will be an indoor activity to 

complete. 

 

If you have any questions, please come in and see us after school, 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Ball and Mrs Burgess 


