
Reading at St Mary’s School 

Introduction 

 Reading is a life skill which allows the children to make sense of the World around 

them. It allows them to forge relationships, enter new Worlds and develop a fantastic 

imagination. Our aim at St Mary’s School is to help your child become equipped with the 

skills to help them develop into successful readers. A successful reader will 

demonstrate an increased vocabulary, show greater general knowledge, become more 

successful writers and will access their learning more easily. 

 

Opportunities for reading 

Guided Reading 

Guided reading takes place in small groups with the teacher, once a week and focuses 

on children’s ability to become independent readers .  The key skills developed through 

guided reading is the development of comprehension, through discussion and 

questioning. These sessions allow the children to develop a greater depth of 

understanding in their reading. The children are grouped by ability and read individual 

copies of the same text, which challenges and extends the group.  We use the Bug Club 

books throughout the school, which offer a selection of fiction, non-fiction, poems, 

plays and comic style books.  These are also followed up with comprehension style 

worksheets as an independent activity after the children have read the book. 

 

Home/School Reading 

All children take home individual reading books from school.  These are colour coded 

and suitable for the reading ability of the child.  Children are encouraged to read to 

their parents as much as possible and to then change their books when in school. 

TA’s listen to specific individual children read during school, however the majority of 

children will be listened to through targeted discussions and guided reading sessions. 

 

 

 

 



Reading strategies  

In order to develop reading skills the children will need to use a range of strategies to 

help them. These will include:  

A thorough understanding of Phonics. 

 Recognising the sounds of individual and groups of letters in order to sound out and 

blend words. For example, c a t,   br ight. A secure understanding of the phonetic 

system is the primary strategy for teaching early reading. Older readers also rely upon 

phonics to sound out and read unknown words. For example, Py thag or as 

 Developing a secure sight vocabulary. 

 From FS2 your child will be bringing home high frequency words to learn to sound out 

or read. Some of these words cannot be sounded out phonetically and need to be read 

on sight. For example, people, only, the. To help learn these words play games, such as 

Bingo, snap or pairs. These activities can also support older readers who may be reading 

less familiar words linked to their topic learning.  

 Contextual cues 

 This includes discussion of pictures, understanding the whole sentence or story, in 

order to read unknown words. Re - reading and reading ahead for sense and meaning. 

 Structural cues 

 Re -reading text to check for accuracy in grammar- for example your child may read 

‘He runned away’. Does this make sense? 

 Ultimately, the children will combine these strategies to help them read with 

understanding and fluency.  

Sometimes your child may continue to need additional support with these strategies. 

Continue to model to them by reading aloud and sharing the books together. Focus upon 

expression, take turns and play games using character voices. Remember to follow and 

read punctuation carefully to pause appropriately. If you need further support, do talk 

to your child’s teacher to share your concerns. 

 

 

 


