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St Mary's Broughton Gifford CofE Primary School 

Science Policy 

Introduction 
 
St Marys’ Christian foundation prioritises the development of the whole child in a happy, 
secure and stimulating learning environment. There is a strong partnership between school 
and parents and a commitment to inspiring and challenging pupils to reach for the stars. 
 
People will leave St Mary’s as motivated, enthusiastic lifelong learners and leaders, equipped 
with the independent thinking skills and positive attitudes they need to achieve their full 
potential. As confident and responsible members of the wider community, they will be 
prepared to strive for the best, not only for themselves but also for those needing support. 
 
The new National Curriculum 2014 states why we teach science in schools:   
‘A high-quality science education provides the foundations for understanding the world 
through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics...Through building up a 
body of key foundational knowledge and concepts, pupils should be encouraged to 
recognise the power of rational explanation and develop a sense of excitement and 
curiosity about natural phenomena.’ 
 
This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of the science taught in our school. 
The school policy for science reflects the consensus of opinion by all the staff. It has been 
drawn up as a result of staff discussion and has the full backing of the Governing body. 
  
The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of the head teacher and all the teaching 
staff.  
 

Aims 
 
It is our aim that children should become confident scientists, who are able to explain their 
own thinking to others and articulate their understanding in a range of different situations.  
We aim to develop children’s skills by:   
 

 Delivering high quality and engaging science lessons. 

 Providing children with wider opportunities, such as Science share events. 

 Using scientific contexts across the curriculum.   

 Developing and extending pupils’ scientific knowledge and understanding. 

 Developing pupils’ ability to work scientifically and involve pupils in planning, carrying 
out and evaluating investigations. 

 



 

 Promoting confidence in the use of appropriate scientific equipment correctly and 
safely. 

 Making frequent use of our outdoor environment to engage children with Science, 
through our forest school area and local science trails.  

 Developing pupils’ scientific vocabulary and ability to articulate scientific concepts 
clearly and precisely.  

 Ensuring that all pupils are appropriately challenged to make good progress in science.  

 Encouraging a growth mindset ethos to overcome challenges. 
 

Teaching and Learning 
 
At St Marys, teachers plan and deliver high-quality and engaging science lessons incorporating 
a range of teaching and learning styles.  
 
Teachers will promote effective learning in the classroom by:  
 

 Sharing learning objectives and success criteria with pupils and stating them clearly at 
the beginning of lessons. 

 Providing a variety of practical hands on experiences. 

 Effective questioning, encouraging the development of Science skills. 

 Celebrating what children do well. 

 Creating engaging and interactive science displays, which include key vocabulary and 
relevant questions.  

 In their planning for Science, teachers will show differentiation to support a range of 
learners. 

 Science in the Early Years Foundation Stage is planned using the Early Years Curriculum      
‘Understanding of the World’. 

 Key Stage 1 and 2 teachers plan science lessons using the new National Curriculum 
(2014). We also use Hamilton trust Scheme of Learning as our primary resource to 
deliver the NC for science, supplemented with other resources as teachers feel 
appropriate. 

 ‘Working scientifically’ is embedded throughout the areas of learning in key stage 1 
and 2; this focuses on the key aspects of scientific enquiry which enable pupils to 
investigate and answer scientific questions.  

 
Teachers will encourage children to:  
 

 Plan and carry out investigations with an increasing systematic approach as they 
progress through the school. 

 Develop their questioning, predicting, observing, measuring and interpreting skills. 

 Record their work in a variety of ways e.g. writing, diagrams, graphs, tables.  

 Read and apply scientific vocabulary appropriate for their age. 

 Respect the environment and living things at all times, through discussion and 
example. 

 Observe safety rules and procedures.  

 



 

Assessment 
 

 Assessment in Science will be formative and ongoing.   

 Each child‘s progress in skills and subject knowledge will be monitored using Pupil 
Asset. 

 In EYFS teachers assess science against the ‘Development Matters’ statements in the 
‘Understanding of the world’ area of the Early Years Curriculum. The statements go 
from birth through to the Early Learning Goals at the end of Reception.  

 For formative assessment teachers use effective Assessment for Learning (AfL) 
strategies which are used to inform their planning and teaching.   

 Teachers provide quality feedback to pupils (verbal or written) which clearly 
identifies how they might need to improve. 

 The subject leader will monitor the subject regularly, as outlined on the Science 
action plan.  

 
 

 


